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aford University Press has released a now book
Mahatma Gandhi and Prema Kontak exploring
a relationship, exploring history, to comemomntss
this 144th birthday of GandhijL Tha book 8
translatod and edited by prominent soclalogist
Mears Hosambl Bringlng togother personal cormespondencn
between Gandhi and writoractivist Kantak as well 85 origingl
transkatbons of her ficlion and nondiction writings, this book
iploros & unique Gandh-Kantak rdationship and reflecis
thi compdexities of Gandhl's pokitical and social ideas —
especlally lils understanding of thi role of women In the
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BOOK BABBLE

A new ‘Emma’

Alexander McCall Smith has been
confirmed as the third author

to b taking part in Thie Austen
Project.The creatos of the bestsell-
ing The Na 1 Ladies’ Detecrive
Agaency novel series will now write
the contemporary version of Jane
Avistens 1815 novel, Emma. The
project Features a series of con-
temporany (&Wl‘tll‘lﬁi of the Eng-

lish writers six published nevels
Iﬂ.lr\ \'I TM"I"\.“.I\. h\fl U\I uf!—hﬂ

rid will do the modern rewark.
ing of Sense and Sensibifity and
Morthanger Abbey respectively.

Write, instead of tweeting
According to American author

Jenathan ranzun. social media
may be detrimental to
writers. Instead of working on their

craft, young authors ane now-a-
days seon wasting time on Twitter
and building up followers, The
author, whose latest wark The
Kraus Project inchsdes thoughes
on modern tech y from a
|:En|-|.|rIl -old observer, said of Twit-

is kind of crowd-sourcing
model — everything shared, com-
munal — doesn’t roally wod:. Most
irnpartant the whale definition of
kiterature is that people go off by
themsehees, develop a distincive
voice, [t's not a communal emer-
prise. It can't be collective.”

QUICK CHAT

Decoding ancient scriptures

Shalaka Nalawade chats up débutant author Sudipto Das on his

: novel The Ekkos Clan

fie Exkos Clan does to Indlan
catlmm what Dan Brown's
novels howve dons for
Chrisgtianity.. ‘The authar
— Sudipo Das, an enginesr

¢ from T Kharkgpur, talks about his
* imspdration for the plad, the obvious

comiperison and what he plans o do
BEXE ...
The Ekkos Clan is said (o he an
Indian equivalent of Dan Brown's
noveds. Was that the idea belind ie?

1 belibive that Indian cadtape had o
b repressented §n our Hersture. OF
cogiras, whith peapde campare it to Dan
Brownw's novels, 1 Hke to say that in
[act, after m’aﬂ:ngids shories, a[unp:
o IR ANICEE i IO <RRTRSS, | TR s
thas thene was e good fetion that
dealt with Indian cubture, Kisf ko i
hatana tha ye sabiSomeonse had tetell
ol thlsh, Ten glad 1455 me!
S0 Dan Brown's novels insplred
vou b write The Ekkos Clan?

ot just o, Thiove Dbeen an avid
reader since childbood. [T T hene to
Ils2 the authors whose work inspired
mine, T woubd definitely like to
mantlan the works of Jhumpa Lahird,
Khalid Hosseni. Jeffery Archer,
Amiitay Glvosh among others, Beinga
Beongal, | feel | am privileged 1o have
reail Tagory's writings in the original
langzge It hat had 2 big impact on
. T imdanck alll Kingls of Doaks, éven
the mom-fetbon works of peaple 1R
Amartva Sen and Richard Feynmiann!

You'vie spemt six long years in

¢ researching for ihis novel. Wasn't

thiat a huge clinllonge?

18w ndeed 3 challerpe, but |
read soextensively becanse [ didn's
wihih to do 2 shoddy job, T havse read

such trash, half-baked sodff about
Tl cwliure, that 1 decided 1o dell
ther stoory &s elose o the irulyas
possible [ hate Mo heove wrong facts
or halll truths fna book 1 feel that the
author 15 decalving his raders when
Tuir s Ehyat,

You wctunlly read ihe Rigveda, that

forms the hase for Tie Ekkos Clan?
i, | o the Rigveds, that too

Iy Sapskrit iesell &5 1] the soul of

writiryg s lost in translation | hate to

read translatdd writings IF someone

like Rabindranath Tagore could

Tk (B0 st o o Tuls oW Writings

while translating the Geesmrjall,

Trivw' will the other translators fine

After reading Dan
Brown's stories, along
with those of Indiana
Jones, | realised that
there was no good fiction

that dealt with Indian
culture

— Sudipto Das

(T ATVl 7 § LY OIS IR 1
bk oo big success I 1 get people
interested in reading abou Ripveda
i Hingudstic paleonimdogy

Now that you mention b, The
Ekkas Clan combines several
branches HKe Nagulstic
palesnislogy, mathematles, Indian
culture, asirology and poetry.
Yesthy thésn are the thilngs thint ane
quite closs bomy hean. The story
{5 essemtially about the evalution of
Sarskrin as o language, among other
aspects. Then there ks my love for
Gulzars works, It's an indirect tribite
o Gulzar sahebh He fnculcated the
o for Uindi anl Fars] i mme.

Thire was a hint of & sequel...
(Sralles) it won't e & seque per
s, It's somaewhat Uike the stories of
Indliana Jomes, the chardcers and
theme will be the same bt it willbe a
diffarent phot, ThES cme will be oot
the mathematician Aryabhatt. Soliike
15 Known aboait hlim...



